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bout the only thing most peo-
ple agree on when it comes to
the health-care business in this
province is that i’s dysfunctional,

Further confirmation of that real-
ity comes courtesy of Gary Ban-
nerman. CENW'S successor to Jack
Webster and the predecessor of
Rafe Mair has been away from the
mainstream hotline radio airwaves
since the late 19905, But he remains
in the media game on several lronts,
one of which is investigative jour-
nalism. Atop his list of issues necd-
ing investization: health care.

Ag the title of his recently pub-
lished book (Squandering Billions;
Hancock House Publishers) suy-
pests, public health-care dollars
continue Lo be spent with somoe-
thing less than the same prudence
businesses apply w spending their
ovwn dallars.

The tome’s theme might best be
swinmed up in rhis Bannerman
ohservation: "everybody helieves
that we spend enough [on health
care], it's just that we don't spend
it wisely."

. Public Offerings

TIMOTHY RENSHAW

 Pondering squandering in
the health-care business

Bur, as pointed out in a previous
Public Offerings, MDS Metro Lab-
oratory Services and BC Bio-
medical Laboratories Ltd,, the two
private-sector companies that have
3.5 Bazs million medical lab cest-
ing market te themselves, didn't
walin 1o the idea of carving the pie
into smaller slices,

[n place of putting all lab sery-
ices out to open tender as promised,
the Liberal povernment, Sguan-
elering Billions reports, accepted the
B.C. Medical Association’s offer of
avoluntary 2o per cent rollback in
lab testing rates, Thar, however,
still leaves 30 per cent somewhere
in the ether, . :

.C.odeputy healeh minister |
Penny Ballem describes the 20 per
cent cul as i harvest of the "low- |
hanging fruit.”

But bringing in the rest ol the |
crop s part of the government's
avowed quest to ger beter value -
for taxpayers' lab-lesting dollars is
encountering far heavier weather. |
The medical community is loath to |
change such practices as charsing
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With public health-care
spending i Canada how-
ering around Fizs billion
and on ool to hit $16: bil-
lion by 2010, a fiscal wis-
doin deficit is not a good
thing. Especially consid-
ering that, as the Fraser
Institute recently pointed
aut, medical treatment
waiting lists, while having

The medical
community
is loath to
change such

practices as

- Ty i T TR
multiple fees for tests that
are now {ully automated. :

A hload sample, forexam- :

[ee.

cedes, “is ridiculous.™

iﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁi{m}zﬁ?ﬂ charging lot of doctors who have
still the second longest in I'I'Il.lllipl g financial and ather inter-

Canadian history,

Prime examples of
syuanderings presented in
Bannerman's hool:, which
is co-written by Dr, Don
Nixdorf, include chapters
on Biy Pharma and its push
to medicate first and asl
questions later and med-
ical Lesting labs, aptly subtitded The
MMoney Machine.

That Money Machine keeps
purring along, even though ifs been
a couple of vears since the Lillian
Bayne and Associates report on
lab testing costs in Canada rolled
assorted grenades under health-
care industry doors,

Aumong the study’s revelations
discussed in Squandering Billions:
British Columbians were paying
$116 per capita for medical testing
services compared with a natonal
average of fer

That 50 per cent premium raised
eyebrows, even out in this land of
Mad. The Campbell Liberals con-
sequently vowed to inject a dose of
free market competition into the
SECLOT.

fully

What'’s your opinion?

fees for tests

that are now

automated

feas,

The challenge is that a :

ests in the medical testing -
larlas that Divee o lockc on the ©
business in B.C. arealspon :
the coanmittee that sets lah

ple, is pul inw a comput-
erized analyzer that can
produce 10 or more resulls, :
each one of which currently |
comaes with a physician's

That, as Ballem con- ©

Squandering Billions is

a good companion read to :

Praerises, Why Canadian Medicare
is it Traeble and What Coan Be Done
to Save Ir. Both document the sys-
tenm's more serious ailments and
suggest some intelligent solutions.
But in Canada, health care’s polar-
ized camps thrive on the black and
white debate of American-style
health care cast as Darth Vader and
Tommy Douglas’ idealized
Medicare as Obi-Wan Kenobi.
Considering an innovative com-
bination of the twao is bad for the
business of milking the benevolent
SysLe. *
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